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SUMAN MUKHERJEF

The “hill stations’ were created in colonial India as part of the British
imperialistic project. From the historical perspective these hill
stations were the products of British colonialism. Mainly two things
were dosely related behind the rise of the hill stations: first, a discovery

of scenery and the other one was the reconstruction of the natural
environment. Dane Kennedy rightly said, ‘Hill stations remain among
the most curious monuments to the British colonial presence in India

(1996: 1). To get respite from the scorching heat of the plains, the
British looked for cold highlands. Moreover, living on the highlands
would also help them to remain aloof from the proximity of the
native Indians. So, the British decided to set-up hill stations in different
parts of India. It is a herculean task to explicate what an hill station
actually is. In order to spread their colonies, the colonial powers aime.d
at utilizing the cool and salubrious environment and climatic condi-
tions and set up some towns or cities in their colonies. These came to
be known as hill stations. Tsutomu Inagaki defines hill stations as
)\ . . urban spaces the suzerains constructed aiming at ughyng lh.e
imate conditions of a high altitude mountainous dls‘ll’lC[ in th;l‘fl
' '3'{3_‘5 J=eolonies’ (Inagaki 2008: 94). During the colonial .n_lle in India, hle r
\\;\5‘s ations were created to restore the health of rhe. Bricish. T'l.le \/V:;[tlxc
of the plains was a challenge and a matter of great an?‘m’fo -l
Englishmen from the first spread of the company rule in India. erm[h
weather was a natural gcographical chreat to the colonial powet.
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Chapter 1

" From Secrecy to Knowledge

Detection and Literary Detectives
in Dickens

‘Kyamalia Bairagya -

Narratives of police detectives in European culture elaborate that the early
functions of policing primarily included surveillance on the general mob for
better detection of crime and criminals. This is very well specified by J. M.
Beattie, as he says that surveillance was one of the major functions performed
by police officials appointed by the state in early eighteenth century London,
when the police constables were charged with the keeping of peace and order
in their domain (Beattie 2012, 260). He specities that surveillance was defi-
nitely helpful prior to the commitment of any crime or offence but the role
of locating any offender after the commitment of a crime required detection
as a method to be practiced for the purpose of bringing justice to the victim.
Detection of criminals developed in the eighteenth century as a profession for
fund-raising. With an increase in the number of crimes and criminal occur-
rences, the state was bound to announce rewards for people helping in the
process of detection. This process of getting rewards whether from state or
from other private sources became an encouraging cause for people getting
the business of detection all the more toward the end of the eighteenth
(Beattie 2012, 261).

ghritives about detective pursuits also had the unusual charm of narrat-
¥ along with it. Genres like crime reports, criminal biographies, and
's'were gathering attention in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.
teenth century had its own concern regarding the subject of criminal-
and/representation of detectives with their art of detection of criminals. As

71
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Social Reformation and Pandit Ishwar
Chandra Vidyasagar: The Issue of Hindu
Widow Marriage in Nineteenth Century

Colonial Bengal

Kyamalia Bairagya

According to a detailed study of Trailokyanath Mitra the Hindu
widows had been compelled to maintain a life of perpetual
widowhood after the death of their first husband (193). The learned
in Sanskrit verses till the early half of nineteenth century Bengal had
kept on believing that the Shashtras actually prohibited the remarriage
of Hindu widows in the present age or that of the Kaliyuga. The
dominant atmosphere of nineteenth century Bengal was deeply rooted
into the knowledge imparted by the Shashtras and acquired through
the Sanskrit masters or pandits in most cases. Enlightened by the
Western tenets of thought and inspired by its emphasis on rationality
as the chief mode of operation as far as human activities are concerned
and combining those with a natural inclination towards the issue of
welfare and social upliftment, Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar and his
supporters engaged in the discourse of Hindu widow marriage/
remarriage in Bengal as well as in the Indian context. The passing of
the Hindu Widow Remarriage act of 1856 was a combined effort of
the British administrators who were working both in England and
India on similar issues and that of few enlightened individuals like
Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar in Bengal. A series of changes in the
executive and the legislative wings of colonial governance in India
were also responsible for such path-breaking changes in nineteenth
century Bengal and in the Indian context as well. Flavia Agnes has
elaborated on the establishment of law courts based on the English
model with English rules and procedures in the latter half of the
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Socio- Geographical Thoughts of Iswar
Chandra Vidyasagar

Dr. Jagannath Mondal

Introduction:

Pandit Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar is recalled today as being a
great social and educational reformer of 19th century Bengal. He is a
leading icon in Bengal and great part of India. Being an Indian Bengali
polymath and key figure of the Bengal Renaissance, Vidyasagar was
terribly conscious of his country’s weaknesses. Vidyasagar’s attempt
to lift his countrymen from the imprecation of illiteracy, ignorance,
superstitions and gender biasness is praiseworthy.! He brought about
a revolution in the Bengal education system and refined the way of
writing and reading in Bengali language. His thinking on women
particularly about their education, empowerment and social justice
was incredible. He tried to alter the existing society through
eradicating the social barriers like superstitions, polygamy etc. After
the demise of Vidyasagar, the renowned personality Rabindranath
Tagore said about him - “One wonders how God, in the process of producing
forty million Bengalis, produced a man”?

Selection and Importance of the Study:

Social Geography examines the relationships of groups of people
with one another. Ethnicity, tribe, dialect, language, caste systems,
religion and concept of social well-being are also studied under social
geography. Social geography concentrates on divisions within society.
Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar was a philosopher, academic educator,
writer, translator, entrepreneur and social reformer. Vidyasagar
believed that only learning could help to make people independent
with self-respect and confidence that could change a society.

(,
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Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar and Bengali
Theatre

Mrigen Mondal |

Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar is the backborn of our nation. Infact
he is the great teacher of “Bangali”. Iswar Chandra Bandyopadhyay,
popular in bengal as Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar, who was an
educationist, philanthropist, social reformer and leading figure of the
Bengal renaissance and at the same time he was the inpiretor “Bengali
Theatre” at that time from the then to today he kept a great influence
to us. He was an such educator who fought strongly and with immense
effort for the upliftment of women in India. In hid time by avoiding
and overcoming various barrier, he devoted his life to develop the
society and culture of the “Bangla” (undivided Bangla). At the same
time in the midst of extreme involvement Vidyasagar played the father
role as the examiner councelor, inspirator and advisor of “Bengali
Theatre”. If we give a keen and minute look or observation, they can
see that as a regular spectator, Iswar Chandra Bandyopadhyay
enriched chesting of the playwrights, actors, workers etc. And at the
same time his presence also enriched the pride and brightness of that
time’s “Bengali Theatre”. Vidyasagar asthe chief instructor at the
creation of Bengali plays and acting in professional and unprofessional
theatre, remained reminiscent figure. He contributed on the removal
of social justice, upliftment of women allowing “Widow Remarriage”

and advocating against polygamy. to struggle on the abovementioned
topics, Vidyasagar used “Bengali Theatre” to reach to the common
people and their mind of the society.

Despite the British Indian governments unwillingness and also
the unwillingness of orthodox Hindu society to retaliate against the
spread of education, he has worked tirelessly to make education




